Directions:  

1. Put a star next to 5 of the books below that you think sound interesting.

2. Rank those 5 books from 1 to 5. 1 is the book you want to read the most.  

3. You will be assigned a book to read on Monday based on your rank.

4. Only 2 students can read the same book, so you might not get your first choice.

5. Whatever book you choose, it will be your responsibility to get a copy of your book either from the library or the book store and start reading.  

6. You must bring a copy of your book with you to school on the Wednesday after Spring break.  You will get the rest of the directions for the project on that day.

Fiction


The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

A  coming-of-age novel by Mexican-American writer Sandra Cisneros.  It deals with a young Latina girl, Esperanza Cordero, growing up in a Chicago ghetto full of Chicanos and Puerto Ricans.

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain

The story is about a young boy growing up in a small town along the Mississippi River.  Tom is a mischievous boy who often gets into humorous situations, but things take a dangerous turn when he witnesses a murder and must figure out a way to save not only himself but those he cares about. 

Tangerine by Edward Bloor
Paul Fisher's older brother has always been the football-playing hero of the family. But when the Fishers move to Tangerine, Florida, Paul enters a place where weird is normal. And suddenly the blind can see.
Loser by Jerry Spinelli
Just like other kids, Zinkoff rides his bike, hopes for snow days, and wants to be like his dad when he grows up. But Zinkoff also raises his hand with all the wrong answers, trips over his own feet, and falls down with laughter over a word like "Jabip."  Other kids have their own word to describe him, but Zinkoff is too busy to hear it. He doesn't know he's not like everyone else. And one winter night, Zinkoff's differences show that any name can someday become "hero."


Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson
Pirates and buried treasure.  This classic novel chronicles the life of a young boy who is caught in a battle for power.  Mutiny erupts aboard a pirate ship in search of buried treasure.  

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert C. O'Brien
Mrs. Frisby, a widowed mouse with four small children, is faced with a terrible problem. She must move her family to their summer quarters immediately, or face almost certain death. But her youngest son, Timothy, lies ill with pneumonia and must not be moved. Fortunately, she encounters the rats of NIMH, an extraordinary breed of highly intelligent creatures, who come up with a brilliant solution to her dilemma.
Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen
Cole Matthews is angry. Angry, defiant, smug--in short, a bully. His anger has taken him too far this time, though. After beating up a ninth-grade classmate to the point of brain damage, Cole is facing a prison sentence. Ultimately, Cole ends up banished for one year to a remote Alaskan island, where his arrogance sets him directly in the path of a mysterious, legendary white bear.
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic novel; a black man charged with a horrible crime. Through the young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with rich humor and unswerving honesty the irrationality of adult attitudes toward race and class in the Deep South of the 1930s.
The Lord of the Flies by William Golding. (For advanced readers)
This Nobel Prize winning novel  is about a group of British schoolboys stuck on a deserted island who try to govern themselves, with disastrous results
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Narrated by Death, Markus Zusak's groundbreaking new novel is the story of Liesel Meminger, a young foster girl living outside of Munich in Nazi Germany. Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she discovers something she can't resist- books. Soon she is stealing books from Nazi book-burnings,
The Messenger by Markus Zusak
Meet Ed Kennedy—underage cabdriver, pathetic cardplayer, and useless at romance. He lives in a shack with his coffee-addicted dog, the Doorman, and he’s hopelessly in love with his best friend, Audrey. His life is one of peaceful routine and incompetence, until he inadvertently stops a bank robbery. That’s when the first Ace arrives. That’s when Ed becomes the messenger. .


The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman
After the grisly murder of his entire family, a toddler wanders into a graveyard where the ghosts and other supernatural residents agree to raise him as one of their own.

City of Bones

When fifteen-year-old Clary Fray heads out to the Pandemonium Club in New York City, she hardly expects to witness a murder - much less a murder committed by three teenagers covered with strange tattoos and brandishing bizarre weapons. Then the body disappears into thin air. It's hard to call the police when the murderers are invisible to everyone else and when there is nothing - not even a smear of blood - to show that a boy has died. Or was he a boy?
Redwall by Brian Jacques

As the inhabitants of Redwall Abbey bask in the glorious Summer of the Late Rose, all is quiet and peaceful. But things are not as they seem. Cluny the Scourge, the evil one-eyed rat warlord, is hell-bent on destroying the tranquility as he prepares to fight a bloody battle for the ownership of Redwall.
Historical Fiction

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr

It is a semi-autobiographical story of a young Jewish girl who is forced to flee her home in Germany in 1933 with her family to escape the Nazis.


Slave Dancer by Paula Fox

It tells the story of a boy who witnessed first-hand the savagery of the African slave trade. The book not only includes a historical account, but it also touches upon the emotional conflicts felt by those involved in transporting the slaves from Africa to other parts of the world.


Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

is a work of historical fiction about the Holocaust of the Second World War by award-winning author Lois Lowry. The story centers around ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen, who lived in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1943 and was caught up in the events surrounding the rescue of the Danish Jews.

Dragonwings by Lawrence Yep

It is the story of a Chinese boy, Moon Shadow (the narrator), who moves to Chinatown to be with his father, Windrider, who is working on a flying machine even as the Wright Brothers are. An historical novel, it depicts not only the lives of and discrimination against San Francisco's Chinese immigrants in the early 1900's, but also the 1906 San Francisco earthquake.
Fantasy

Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury

It is about two 13-year-old boys, Jim Nightshade and William Halloway, who have a harrowing experience with a nightmarish traveling carnival that comes to their Midwestern town one October.

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L'Engle

Meg Murry's classmates and teachers see her as a troublesome student.  Her life will change on a dark and stormy night when she meets a mysterious woman named Mrs. Whatsit and is sent on a journey through space and time.


The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien

The Hobbit follows the quest of home-loving hobbit Bilbo Baggins to win a share of the treasure guarded by the dragon, Smaug.

Stories about Animals

The Red Pony by John Steinbeck

The stories in the book are tales of a boy named Jody Tiflin. The book has four different stories about Jody and his life on his father's California ranch.

Animal Farm by George Orwell (For Advanced Readers)
Old Major, the old boar on the Manor Farm, calls the animals on the farm for a meeting, where he compares the humans to parasites and teaches the animals about revolution.  

Science Fiction


Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card (For Advanced Readers)
Set in Earth's future, the novel presents an imperiled humankind who have barely survived two conflicts with the Formics (an insectoid alien race also known as the "Buggers"). 

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (For Advanced Readers)

This science fiction tale is about a fireman named Guy Montag who burns books for a living.  He begins to question his job and put his life at risk when he realizes the harm he is causing.

Catching Fire or Mocking Jay by Suzanne Collins

Part 2 and 3 of the Hunger Games series.  In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps the districts in line by forcing them all to send one boy and one girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen to participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV.
Uglies by Scott Weserfield
Tally is about to turn sixteen, and she can't wait. Not for her license -- for turning pretty. In Tally's world, your sixteenth birthday brings an operation that turns you from a repellent ugly into a stunningly attractive pretty and catapults you into a high-tech paradise where your only job is to have a really great time. In just a few weeks Tally will be there.
The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau

The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race. Two hundred years later, the great lamps that light the city are beginning to flicker. When Lina finds part of an ancient message, she's sure it holds a secret that will save the city. She and her friend Doon must decipher the message before the lights go out on Ember forever!
The Host by Stephanie Meyer

By the author of the Twilight series.  Melanie Stryder refuses to fade away. Our world has been invaded by an unseen enemy. Humans become hosts for these invaders, their minds taken over while their bodies remain intact and continue their lives apparently unchanged. Most of humanity has succumbed.


I, Robot by Isaac Asimov.  (For Advanced Readers)
What would the world be like if we had machines that could think like humans?  That is the basis for this sci fi classic
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